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PTO Board Meeting
October 15, 2025
MEETING MINUTES
PINEY BRANCH ELEMENTARY PTO 
Date:			October 15, 2025
Time:			7-8 PM
Meeting Type:		Membership Meeting 

IN ATTENDANCE
Board: Chris G., Stephanie D., Jamie W., Maria C.
Members: Emily F., Noemi G., Emily K., Kelly T., Monica M., Amber M., Lisa O., Ivette O. Virtually: Sarah M., Monica S., Cassie, Celina G.
Motion to Open
· Chris motioned to open; Stephanie seconded. 
September Meeting Minutes
· Chris motioned to adopt; Stephanie seconded. 
Upcoming Events
· Chris reviewed upcoming events
· Color craze t-shirts ordered
· Ask for community to help reach out to small business owners for donations to silent auction
Spirit Wear
· Online store to reopen this Saturday-October 26th
· Text to go out Saturday re: opening 

Color Craze
· Currently just over $15k with $25K goal 
· Reviewed weekly prize winners (ice cream parties) and grand prizes
Fundraising Goals
· Carnival funds to purchase stage lighting and risers- will be ordered by 10/31
· Chomp saw purchased for art room that will help Finding Nemo musical characters come to life!
· Ms. Noland applied for a grant for additional chomp saws; if not selected, PTO would like to order additional saws
· Would like to increase teacher stipends where possible (traditionally have been $100 per teacher); new this year: rolling stipends- teachers can apply at anytime 
· Have only received a handful to date
· Board to provide Steve Thorne with password to teacher portal so he can send a reminder 
· A lot of planning required for greenhouse initiative. Keeping on the list but there is a lot of “red tape” to get through
· Welcome ideas for other fundraising initiatives 
Bingo Committee Updates (Amber M.)
· Preorders started 
· VR for grand prize
· 50/50 raffle- must be present to win; winner announced before last round of bingo
Square 1 Art Updates (Jamie W.)
· Kids will finish their projects by this Friday
· Box well be sent out Friday and should have digital images in next few weeks
Piney’s Got Talent
· Board requires some more time to confirm event details before committee can be engaged
Winter Dance
· Committee formed and will begin working after Halloween 
Teacher Appreciation Committee Updates (Kristina S.)
· Bagel breakfast on 10/24
· Find pumpkins around the school for prizes on 11/14
· Mini pies from A La Mode and apple cider- dates TBD
Yearbook Committee (Celina)
· Will increase this year’s book by 8 pages
· Pre-order purchase price will increase to $35
· Last year’s proceeds went towards purchasing camera
· Board to provide “check out” information to administration for use by teachers/staff for use at school events/field trip
· Yearbook committee to stay the same + Emily F.
· New tools and features from candid this year, including face matching, student shield, privacy, and security, new templates
Watch D.O.G.S. Updates 
· 2 tables at Back-to-School night
· Good opportunity to explain that half days are ok; a full day of volunteering is not required
· PTO purchased 10 t-shirts to help with membership drive
Financial Review
· Stephanie reviewed current account summary
· Balance as of 10/15/25- $75,418.67
· Reserves/pending transactions- $43,325.00
· Net Balance- $32,093.67
Open Questions & Discussions
· Pencils 4U sponsored by PWC; Chris Yang (senior), VP reached out to us to partner on a school supply drive; more information coming soon 
· Board purchased SOL pass subscription for school use
· Ivette- will reach out to Box of Basics to see if they’d like to have a table at Bingo Night- PTO actively promoting that if you bring a box of clothing to bingo with you, you receive a free bingo card
· Amber- possible “loose change” fundraising idea. Will follow back with the specifics. 
· Ms. Kennedy- carnival praise and appreciation for stipends
· Ivette- literacy initiative idea of book swap; Thorne mentioned doing on larger scale where a table can be set up at events where people can bring a book in exchange for a ticket that they can use to pick a “new” book from the same table; potential for SCA to run this
· Ms. Kay suggested a collapsible greenhouse that can come out in spring and all kids can get involved to plant flowers
· Jamie asked members about the best mode of communication to make sure we are effective. 
· Mr. Thorne suggested putting our newsletters on the school website so those that aren’t signed up for newsletter can still find them. 
· Ms. Kennedy suggested visuals on FB are helpful. 
· Mr. Thorne will check to see if a text can be sent with a link to our FB page.
· Emily F. suggested promoting our next event at events, i.e. promote Talent Show at Bingo Night. 
· Mr. Thorne suggested putting a QR code on each table at bingo night to link to our events, membership page, etc. 
Motion to Close
· Chris motioned to close; Stephanie seconded. 
Next Meeting
· October 21, 7-8pm
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